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The struggle with period-end
(monthly or quarterly) financials

Watch the webinar now

The future of 
period-end
What high-performing professional
services firms do di�erently

Accounting and FP&A teams continue to face significant challenges in building 
clarity and control into their period-end processes. New Unit4 research reveals 
the key obstacles professional services firms encounter and their impact on 
morale, productivity, and profitability.

The numbers
speak for themselves

38%

44%

of finance time is spent 
consolidating financial
data at every period-end

of respondents cite
time-consuming manual
processes as the
greatest obstacle

77%

of finance leaders report 
frequent discrepancies in 
month-end financials,
leading to extra work and 
inter-team conflict

The human cost

of finance leaders say 
period-end processes 
negatively impact team 
well-being

report a decline in 
productivity due to 
these challenges

agree that reducing 
the period-end 
workload would help 
prevent burnout

What finance teams need
When asked which tools would alleviate the workload of 
period-end financial reporting, respondents prioritized:

47%
Flexible

budgeting and
forecasting tools

47%
Automated invoice

processing
and approvals

43%
Data

consolidation
across systems

42%
Integrated

financial tools

42%
Real-time

tracking of
project costs

40%
Customizable and

standardized
reporting templates

39%
Data

validation

The case for automation

84%

92%

of finance leaders say their teams spend 
too much time on manual processes that 
could be automated

agree that automating processes 
would speed up period-end 
financial consolidation

90%
believe investing in financial 
management systems is essential 
to staying competitive

The solution
Flexible, integrated tools that automate
processes, consolidate data across systems,
and provide real-time tracking capabilities
are the key to alleviating the pain of
period-end processes.

Discover how Unit4 helps professional
services firms reduce manual workloads, 
consolidate financial data, and improve
team collaboration.

61%

56%

73%

Interestingly, only 30% of respondents identified
resource constraints as a challenge, highlighting that

disconnected, legacy systems are the
real culprits behind ine�ciencies.
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